Germans and Englishmen

Here let it again be remarked, that equity is the enemy of
justice and often assaults it outrageously ; so one should not
allow it too much scope. The German is a lover of equity,
the Englishman holds with justice.

ARTHUR  SCHOPENHAUER,   1840

The English show their great intelligence in this also, that
they hold fast to their ancient institutions, manners and
usages, and regard them as sacred ; at the risk of carrying
this tenacity too far, even to the point of absurdity : for after
all, these things were not hatched by an idle brain, but have
gradually grown out of the power of circumstances and the
wisdom of life itself; so that they are adapted to them as a
nation. On the other hand, the German Michel has been
persuaded by his schoolmaster that he must go about in an
English tail-coat ; nothing else will do ; so he has wheedled
one out of Papa, and now looks ridiculous enough in it,
with his uncouth manners and his stiff deportment.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER,   1851

An Englishman consults his own judgement as to what he
writes or what he does ; the German^ on the contrary, is the
last person of whom this can be said.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER,   1851

I, who in Germany was persecuted by the police as though
I had been a pickpocket, and who was plagued with passport
difficulties in France, was received by the Queen of England,
before the most aristocratic court in the world, with the most
formal affability ; it was really quite delightful !

RICHARD WAGNER,   185$
*

As far as foreign countries are concerned, all my life I have felt
sympathy only for England and its inhabitants, and there are
times when I still feel it.              OTTO VON BISMARCK, 1857
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